SUZANNE GALLAGHER

ASID INDUSTRY PARTNER
NWSID PROFESSIONAL RESOURCE AFFILIATE

Author of The Fine Art of Wall Design

The Art and Wall Design Expert!

_.,ll i Create “Ooh la la”

K e in your interior spaces
ALL E S I GN o with these easy fo learn

design principles!

Light Up Your Art! Give Your Rooms Life

Want an easy way to make a big difference in your living space? Just light your art! This is not rocket science, but there are a few facts to
keep in mind. There are two basic lighting techniques: ambient “room” lighting or “spot” lighting. Ambient lighting sets a mood in the space
and is usually indirect. It provides casual light, allowing the work of art to more or less blend in with the rest of the room. You see the art just
fine, but it is not highlighted. Maybe it could use a little help...

Spot lights, directed specifically to the art, focus our attention, create drama, and make a piece “pop” — a nice touch for the focal points of
your room. With the advent of can lighting and light strips that affix to the wall or the ceiling, there are many ways to direct light now. Often
builders will place a can light with an “eyeball” attachment directing the light toward the wall over a prominent space such as the fireplace or
entry wall. If you must, light fixtures designed to attach to the art are also available. They have small inconspicuous shades and light bulbs;
bringing attention not the fixture but to the art where it should be.

There are some things that you need to keep in mind when making choices to light your valuable art. The goal is to bring attention to the
piece without taking the risk of damaging it in the process. Light can be dangerous if precautions are not taken.

¥~ Art Lighting Tips

Pay attention to the type of light bulbs you are aiming at your art.
Use incandescent light bulbs which feature only 4% of damaging UV light rays. Fluorescent lights, on the other
hand, have a high concentration of UV rays. Always protect your art with UV protective glass, especially in commer-
cial spaces where fluorescent lights are abundant.

=
';“:0 / Be careful not to over-illuminate.
T Choose subdued lighting effects that will not reflect directly into the glass of your art piece. Light your art at the lowest

light level possible for enjoyment. Light dimming hardware is a must for those fireplace mantle eyeballs.

Bring attention to special framed pieces with individual picture lights.
Use lower wattage bulbs to avoid creating shadows on a deep frame. If possible hide the wiring. You may want to place
the piece over a furniture piece so that wiring can be concealed. Some light fixtures have battery power.

‘; Avoid hanging your valuable artwork in direct sunlight.
g Even with protective UV-blocking glass, prolonged exposure to the sun’s heat can destroy the art. | recommend pro-
tecting all of your furnishing in the home by professional application of a window tinting product. This will protect your

furnishings against 99% of harmful UV light. We all love bright sunny days, but just as sunburn can be fatal for hu-
mans, UV light exposure can ruin your favorite art piece!

These and other easy to apply “tricks” are what make a room hum. You don’t have to own original art to create a
space that has charm, individuality, and pizzazz. It's all part of creating the Fine Art of Wall Design!
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